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COUNTY BRIEFLY
Share your holiday 
memories with readers

Just about everyone loves 
the holidays. Why not share 
what makes them special to 
you?

Do you have a memory 
that you cherish? Is there a 
special gift you received that 
you still remember to this 
day?

Did someone go out of 
their way in such a manner 
that you’ve never forgotten?

Maybe there’s a story out 
there that happened during 
the holidays that you need to 
share.

The Meadville Tribune 
again is inviting readers to 
share their Holiday Memory 
this season.

We will select some for 
publication in the newspaper 
leading up to Christmas. 
Many other submissions will 
be published at meadvilletri-
bune.com.

If you’re interested, here’s 
how to get your work con-
sidered:

• All submissions must be 
350 words or less.

• All submissions must be 
emailed to rgreen@mead-
villetribune.com with “My 
Holiday Memory” in the 
subject line.

• Attach a jpg photo of the 
author to the email.

• Include information 
about the author at the end.

• Include a daytime tele-
phone number for verifica-
tion.

We reserve the right to 
edit for grammar, clarity and 
style. The deadline is Dec. 
14.

Area Veterans Day 
closings announced

There are number of clos-
ings today and Saturday in 
observance of Veterans Day, 
which is Saturday.

Government offices — 
All federal, state, Crawford 
County and Meadville gov-
ernment offices are closed 
today.

Mail — Normal operations 
today. No window service or 
delivery on Saturday.

Garbage collection — 
Normal pickup schedule in 
the city of Meadville.

Buses — Normal schedule 
for Crawford Area Transpor-
tation Authority’s fixed-route 
and share-ride services today 
and Saturday.

Financial institutions — 
One Federal Credit Union is 
closed today. All are closed 
Saturday.

Fellows Club VFD gets 
grain rescue tube

CONNEAUTVILLE — 
Fellows Club Volunteer Fire 
Department in Conneautville 
recently was awarded a grain 
rescue tube and training.

Rural communities contin-
ue to face hazards associated 
with working in and around 
grain structures, officials said 
in making the announcement.

In 2022 alone, there were 
at least 42 grain entrapments 
— the highest number in 
over a decade — resulting in 
15 fatalities.

To help prevent tragic acci-
dents and deaths, Nationwide 
and its partners provided 
life-saving grain rescue tubes 
and training to 60 fire de-
partments, including Fellow 
Club, across rural America 
through its 2023 Grain Bin 
Safety campaign.

In partnership with the Na-
tional Education Center for 
Agricultural Safety, Nation-
wide and its partners have 
now supplied grain rescue 
equipment and training to 
332 first responders across 32 
states to help prepare them 
when local grain entrapments 
occur.

By Keith Gushard
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

A Pennsylvania Public 
Utility Commission (PUC) 
public hearing on Conneaut 
Lake Park Water Co.’s pro-
posed rate hike request is set 
for Dec. 7 at Conneaut Lake.

In August, the private water 
company filed for a $257,797 
water rate increase that would 
substantially boost rates for 
all its customers.

In October, the PUC voted to 
suspend the proposed rate hike 
request while it investigates.

The investigation includes 
an in-person public hearing 
at 1 p.m. Dec. 7 at Conneaut 
Lake Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment’s Station 2, 10833 State 
Highway 18, on the east side 
of Conneaut Lake. A tele-
phone public hearing is at 

6 p.m. Dec. 7.
To testify at either hearing, 

people must preregister with 
the Pennsylvania Office of 
Consumer Advocate (OCA) 
by 3 p.m. Dec. 6, according 
to the PUC. Those who do not 
preregister may not be able to 
testify.

Preregister by calling (800) 
684-6560 or emailing con-
sumer@paoca.org. Those 
wishing to testify must pro-
vide the following:

• First and last name.
• The time (1 p.m. in-per-

son or 6 p.m. telephone only) 
of the public hearing.

• The phone number used 
to call into the 6 p.m. tele-
phone hearing, if testifying by 
phone.

• A contact phone num-
ber and email address, if 
available.

If presenting any exhibits 
at a hearing, the exhibits must 
be emailed to the OCA at con-
sumer@paoca.org. The OCA 
will forward the exhibits to 
the judges and all parties. 
Exhibits must be received by 
noon on Dec. 6.

Those who don’t wish to 
testify, but only want to listen 
to the 6 p.m. telephone public 
hearing, should call toll-free 
at (866) 560-8322, then enter 
the PIN number 36676820 to 
listen to the hearing.

Conneaut Lake Park Water 
Co. provides water service to 
162 residential customers — 
90 full-time, 72 seasonal, and 
three commercial businesses 
in the Conneaut Lake Park 
area of Summit and Sadsbury 
townships.

According to Conneaut 
Lake Park Water Co.’s pro-

posed increase, the rate for a 
full-time residential customer 
would increase from the cur-
rent $172.68 annual flat-rate 
charge ($14.39 per month) 
to a new monthly rate of 
$122.30, (an increase of 749.9 
percent).

The proposed rate for a 
seasonal residential cus-
tomer would increase from 
the current $86.40 annual 
flat-rate charge ($7.20 per 
month) to a new monthly 
rate of $122.30, (an increase 
of 1,598.6 percent).

A final PUC decision on 
the Conneaut Lake Park Wa-
ter rate increase request is due 
by July 30, 2024.

Keith Gushard can be 
reached at (814) 724-6370 or 
by email at kgushard@mead-
villetribune.com.

By Keith Gushard
MEADVILLE TRIBUNE

VERNON TOWNSHIP — A Co-
chranton-area man is facing multiple 
Pennsylvania State Police charges for 
allegedly striking a 7-year-old girl with 
his sport utility vehicle (SUV) in Vernon 
Township last week.

Police accuse David D. Beatty, 54, of 
failing to stop his SUV for a school bus’ 
traffic control device on Pennsylvania 
Avenue at 6:47 a.m. Nov. 1 with the ve-
hicle then striking the girl.

Beatty was driving north on Pennsyl-
vania Avenue in a 2005 Chevrolet Equi-
nox when it hit the girl, who was running 

from the side of the road, according to a 
news release from state police.

The girl received severe facial injuries 
and minor injuries to both of her legs, po-
lice said. She was taken by to Meadville 
Medical Center for treatment by Mead-
ville Area Ambulance Service.

Beatty, who was wearing a seat belt, 
wasn’t injured, according to police.

Police have charged Beatty with three 
traffic summary violations; he faces a 
total of $475 in fines plus court costs, if 
convicted.

Beatty is charged with careless driving 
— operating a vehicle in careless dis-
regard unintentionally causing serious 

bodily injury, $250 fine; reckless driv-
ing — operating a vehicle in willful and 
wanton disregard for safety of persons or 
property, $200 fine; and failing to stop at 
stop sign and/or failed to yield to vehicle 
after stopping at sign, $25 fine.

A summons for a court hearing on 
each of the citations was mailed to Beat-
ty by Magisterial District Judge Lincoln 
Zilhaver’s office on Wednesday, accord-
ing to court records.

No hearing date has been set.

Keith Gushard can be reached at (814) 
724-6370 or by email at kgushard@
meadvilletribune.com.

PUC sets public hearings on 
CLP Water Co. rate request

Police charge SUV driver who struck child

In the last decade, the percentage of 
kindergartners with medical exemptions 
has held steady, at about 0.2 percent. But 
the percentage with nonmedical exemp-
tions has inched up, lifting the overall 
exemption rate from 1.6 percent in the 
2011-2012 school year to 3 percent last 
year.

Last year, more than 115,000 kinder-
gartners were exempt from at least one 
vaccine, the CDC estimated.

The rates vary across the country.
Ten states — all in the West or Mid-

west — reported that more than 5 per-
cent of kindergartners were exempted 
from at least one kind of required vac-
cine. Idaho had the highest percentage, 
with 12 percent of kindergartners receiv-
ing at least one exemption.

In contrast, 0.1 percent had exemp-
tions in New York.

The rates can be influenced by state 
laws or policies can make it harder 

or easier to obtain exemptions, and 
by local attitudes among families and 
doctors about the need to get children 
vaccinated.

“Sometimes these jumps in exemp-
tions can be very local, and it may not 
reflect a whole state,” said O’Leary, 
who chairs an American Academy of 
Pediatrics committee on infectious 
diseases.

Hawaii saw the largest jump, with 
the exemption rate rising to 6.4 percent, 
nearly double the year before.

Officials there said it’s not due to 
any law or policy change. Rather, “we 
have observed that there has been mis-
information/disinformation impacting 
people’s decision to vaccinate or not via 
social media platforms,” officials at the 
state’s health department said in a state-
ment.

Connecticut and Maine saw signif-
icant declines, which CDC officials 
attributed to recent policy changes that 
made it harder to get exemptions.

Health officials say attaining 95 per-
cent vaccination coverage is important 
to prevent outbreaks of preventable dis-

eases, especially of measles, which is 
extremely contagious.

The U.S. has seen measles outbreaks 
begin when travelers infected elsewhere 
came to communities with low vaccina-
tion rates. That happened in 2019 when 
about 1,300 measles cases were report-
ed — the most in the U.S. in nearly 30 
years. Most of the cases were in were in 
Orthodox Jewish communities with low 
vaccination rates.

One apparent paradox in the report: 
The national vaccination rate held 
steady even as exemptions increased. 
How could that be?

CDC officials say it’s because there 
are actually three groups of children in 
the vaccination statistics. One is those 
who get all the shots. A second is those 
who get exemptions. The third are chil-
dren who didn’t seek exemptions but 
also didn’t get all their shots and paper-
work completed at the time the data was 
collected.

“Last year, those kids in that third 
group probably decreased,” offsetting 
the increase in the exemption group, the 
CDC’s Shannon Stokley said.

Vaccination
Continued from Page a1

WARREN (AP) — A ho-
micide suspect who escaped 
from a northwestern Pennsyl-
vania prison and was on the 
run for more than a week be-
fore a pet dog led to his recap-
ture in July pleaded guilty on 
Thursday for the escape and 
to kidnapping a Pennsylvania 
couple.

Michael Burham, 34, 
awaits sentencing in January. 
His defense lawyer declined 
comment after the hearing 
Thursday.

He had been accused of 
kidnapping an older couple 
in Pennsylvania and driving 
them to South Carolina to 
evade a murder investigation 

in New York when he es-
caped from the Warren Coun-
ty jail, located about 66 miles 

east of Erie.
Authorities said he climbed 

from exercise equipment to 

a grated metal roof and slid 
down a rope that he had made 
of bedsheets.

During his time on the lam, 
police described Burham as 
“a self-taught survivalist with 
military experience,” warning 
he could be dangerous.

He evaded authorities for nine 
days before a couple responding 
to their barking dog encountered 
him. They contacted police and 
Burham was recaptured about 
two hours later.

His escape came just 
months before another 
high-profile incident in south-
eastern Pennsylvania, where a 
murderer evaded authorities 
for nearly two weeks.

Escapee captured after nine days when dog bark 
alerted couple pleads guilty in Pennsylvania

Associated Press
This image provided by Pennsylvania State Police shows homicide 
suspect Michael Burham after he was recaptured July 15.


